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Abstract: Learning from mistakes is one way of basic learning. Currently both primary 
and secondary schools, even colleges and universities, have focused on their teaching 
practice that students learn from their own mistakes, not from teachers’. This paper 
proposes that teachers share their own rational mistakes with their students in the process 
of teaching practice, then studies Confucius’ educational thinking which also contains the 
new idea, sharing mistakes. To practise the new idea, specific suggestions have been 
proposed, and difficulties in theory and practice will be faced. 
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As we know, Learning from mistakes is one way of basic learning for Man. In the book, 
conjectures and Refutations, Kail Popper said that all the chapters could conclude one sentence that 
we can learn from our past mistakes. 

In the recent years, many teaching studies are based on students’ reaction to mistakes to reflect 
different cultures(Broadfoot, 1992; 1 Lirestone, Litz, & Broadfoot, 1999; Osborn & Broadfoot, 
1992; Stevenson & Stigler, 1992). Among other cultural differences, the authors describe 
distinctively different approaches to students’ mistakes: English teachers made more effort to 
protect students’ self-esteem and avoid negative feedback; Lrench teachers were observed 
responding directly to students’ wrong answers and sometimes shouting at students ’(Osborn & 
Planel, 1999). 2 Lor Japanese teachers, they regard mistakes as having a positive 
function(Stevenson & Stigler, 1992; Stigler & Hiebert, 1999). Students in Japanese mathematics 
lesson are called to the front of the classroom to share their own problem solutions with their 
classmates. These wrong solutions are sources of useful discussions. Japanese teachers also plan 
their lessons taking into account mistakes most frequently made by their students, which is similar 
to the Chinese classroom. 

One: Can students have an opportunity to learn from teachers’ mistakes? 

All the studies above are focused on mistakes made by students. Pew studies, such as a 
mistake game conducted by Doctor Daniel R St alder, showed the teaching value of teachers’ 
mistakes. The object of Daniel’s mistake game from the students' perspective is to catch as many of 
the teacher's mistakes (during lectures) as they can, before the teacher catches and corrects them. 
And the technical object of the game from the teacher's perspective is not to make many mistakes. 
One potential benefit to the game is that it usually generates some laughs and some fun. This brings 
the teacher a little closer to the students' level (from the students' perspective), lowering the 
teacher's perceived competence and authority. I think that Doctor Daniel’s behavior showed a true 
teacher’s character, but I still don’t feel satisfied because he haven’t directly analyzed his own 
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